3i6                            INDUSTRIAL   CONDITION.
to three feet in diameter and thickness in the Nellore
district, Madras Presidency. *n the Bengal Presidency,
it is at present obtained by mining chiefly in the district
of Hazaribagh. The mica mines are on a small scale,
and are owned and worked chiefly by Hindus. In 1891,
the Hazaribagh mines employed nearly three thousand
persons daily, and produced 2,520 maunds valued at
Rs. 84,883,
Steatite    or   soapstone is   obtained by    mining  or
quarryingf   at   various   places for   the
Steatite.              H       J   f                      F,
manufacture . of   plates,  bowls,  vases,
small idols, figures of animals &c., n tably in the Salem
district (Madras), in the Gya district (Behar), and
in the Manbhum and Slngbhum districts (Bengal). The
beautiful bluish-gray soapstone which is so largely used
at Agra for the manufacture of finely carved ornamental
objects is obtained from a village in the Jaipur state.
Limestone is largely quarried for the manufacture of
lime or for building and other purposes.
Limestone.                                       &               r    r
Among  the more  extensively worked
quarries, may be mentioned those of Katni (Jabalpur
district, Central Provinces), and of the Khasi and
Jaintia hills (Assam).* Lime made at these places is in
great demand in Bengal There are marble quarries
in Rajputana, the best known being those situated near
Jhirri in the Alwar state, at Makrana in the Jodhpur
State, and near Raialo in the "Jaipur state.    White marble
* The out-turn of the Khasi and Jaiotia quarries for  1891  was  esti-
Ttated at 14, 15, 257 maonds valued at Us. i, $Q, 276.